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Calendar of Events 
 

November 3 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Speaker:  Tammie Nemecek,  

Economic Development 

Council of Collier County 
 

December 8 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 

Speaker:  Larry Bacci, City of 

Naples Fire Marshal 
 

January 5 
 

Annual Meeting 

Presentation of Annual  

Beautification Awards 

Speaker:  Mayor Bill Barnett 

Beach Talk 
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I am writing this from 

beautiful Naples at the 

end of August. Summer 

has been great, with 

restaurants wooing us 

with discounts.  Despite a few empty stores in 

many of the malls, the summer has been a busy 

and exciting time.  My activities, other than golf 

and exercise, have included GSAC projects and 

representing our organization in the community.  

The general theme has been cost control and 

planning on operating in the new economic 

environment. 

   GSAC activities involved finishing the Uniform 

Financial Reporting project and conducting a 

study on water consumption—both designed to 

provide additional value to our membership.  

Out of 55 members, 27 participated in this, our 

second year.  We did some simplification, added 

features, and received favorable comments from 

participants. We are entering budget pre-

paration time, and most associations start with 

internal measures, such as the current budget, 

forecast, and expected other changes.  The UFR 

budgets, with comparison to peer associations, 

give another view of opportunities for 

improvement. 

   Water and energy conservation are major 

opportunities for cost reduction.  This year 16 

associations participated in a survey of water 

and sprinkler water consumption.  At least 1/3 

have identified specific actions to produce 

savings.  Four associations are participating in a 

pilot project with the Big Cypress Basin Division 

of the South FL Water Management District to 

work with their irrigation lab specialist and 

Florida-friendly plant personnel to identify 

opportunities to reduce cost and conserve 

water.  Based on these results, we will offer this 

service to other associations that are tracking 

and managing their water consumption practices.  

In addition to the savings, we will use the results 

of our study to work with city officials to 

correct the inequities that exist between the 

single and multi-family water rates.  We plan to 

offer a best practices survey from our members  

   
on energy consumption this season.  FE Nortman 

chairs a committee to address these “green” initia-

tives and provide recognition for best practices.  

Your participation on this committee is welcome. 

   Outside of GSAC activities, the City and County 

have been working on their 2010 budgets to reduce 

costs and allow less than the rollback millage rate 

for property tax increases.  The City has cut about 

$2.5 million from its general fund.  Its property 

taxable value decreased 5.3% from the prior year; 

and the millage rate they plan to assess is 2.5% less 

than the rollback rate—the rate that would pro-

duce the same amount of tax revenue as the prior 

year.  The County is going through a similar proc-

ess to have a millage rate below the rollback rate.  

Doug Finlay, our VP of Local Government Rela-

tions, and I have spent a lot of time monitoring 

these activities and are very pleased with their abil-

ity to reduce their budgets and minimize tax in-

creases. 

   The City and the County are both highly depend-

ent on residential property taxes to finance their 

general fund operations.  We all enjoyed the 

growth years that produced increasing residential 

values, fed a real estate development economy, and 

brought in megastores to service the growth.  

Those days are over and there is a recognized need 

to diversify the economy and broaden the tax base.  

I encourage you to read the article appearing else-

where in this publication about Project Innovation 

and written by Tammie Nemecek of The Economic 

Development Council of Collier County.  GSAC is 

a sponsoring member, and I became active this 

summer by serving on one of its committees.  One 

of its goals is to involve the talent pool of retirees 

who have valuable experience to help in this en-

deavor.  This is a great way to stimulate your mind 

and contribute to making this a competitive and 

vibrant community for our enjoyment for years to 

come.  We have no choice.  Doing nothing is not 

acceptable, and we need the experience the GSAC 

community has to offer. 

   I look forward to seeing you this Fall as we ex-

perience the faster pace of activity that is present 

during season.        

Russ Gowland, GSAC President 

 



 

. 
 

STAY INFORMED 

If you would like to receive  

District 4 County 

Commissioner Fred Coyleõs 

email newsletter, contact 

samtucker@colliergov.net 

with your request.  

For up-to-the-minute City 

and County information, visit 

www.naplesgov.com 

www.colliergov.net 

________________________ 

 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

 

to Park Shore Tower for 

having their òhurricane 

damage and related work 

projectó named as a Top 

Project in Gulf Coast 

Business Reviewõs 2009 Top 

Construction Projects on the 

Gulf Coast.  Ranked at No. 3 

as a Top Project for Collier & 

Lee Counties, the building is 

on track to be completed 10 

months ahead of schedule. 

 

Doug Finlay ñ A native of Kansas City, MO, Doug went to work for the Walt Disney 

Company in Burbank, CA, soon after his college graduation.  It wasn‟t long before Doug 

ended up back in Kansas City, managing a Disney motion picture distribution office.  However, cold win-

ters and a desire to enjoy year-round boating led Doug and his wife Joyce to seek out the Florida sun.  In 

1989 they moved to Jacksonville; and in 1996 they decided to locate even further south to Naples.  Once 

in Naples, Doug began to get involved in community service by volunteering at the Conservancy, as well 

as service on various boards like the Community Services Advisory Board, Moorings Bay Citizens Advi-

sory Committee, Moorings Property Owners Association, Naples Pathways Coalition, Save the Bays, 

Rowing Association of Naples, and our own GSAC.  In addition to boating, Doug spends early mornings 

cycling, running, kayaking, and rowing.  Doug‟s wife Joyce is a foreign language teacher at the Community 

School. 
 

Nick Chieffo ñ Le Ciel Venetian Tower manager, Nick Chieffo, is from Niles, OH, the son of an Italian im-

migrant who he claims to be the greatest teacher he has ever known.  After graduating from college in 1970 

with a BS in computer science and a minor in business, Nick spent 7 years as a computer programmer and 

systems analyst.  He then joined his father in the wholesale bakery business, selling the bakery business in 1978 

and starting Chieffo‟s Frozen Foods, a manufacturer of frozen pasta in 1979.  The business provided products 

to wholesalers in six states and had 18 full-time employees producing 6000 lbs. per day.  Chieffo‟s Frozen 

Foods was sold in 2002, at which time Nick moved to Naples and became interested in condo management, 

acquired a license, and worked on Sanibel Island for a year, leaving there for Le Ciel Venetian Tower in De-

cember 2004.  Nick claims to be “lucky to be married to the love of my life, Brenda” for 40 years and has two 

sons, Mark and Christopher, along with four grandsons—Nicolas, Michael, Vincent and Dominic. 
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          Turtle Tidbits 
       by Jane Detrick McSwiney 

 
        

Loggerhead sea turtles on Park Shore Beach had a 

difficult time nesting this year due to full moon, high 

tide, and rough seas early in the season—resulting in 

the loss of 9 nests out of 55 total for the year.  Mary 

Toro had a nest that disoriented but had the most 

ever hatchlings—a total of 208!  Many of the nests 

had over 100, which will help the final count. 

   Other beach observations over the summer have 

been crab traps with live crabs blown onto the 

beach, broken from their anchors.  A dolphin was 

spotted spouting like a 

whale and breaching with 

diamond-l ike droplets 

dropping off its tail.  Spot-

ted eagle rays and cow 

nose rays have been en 

mass this year, in addition 

to the osprey which seem 

to like the top of the tall pine tree at the Horizon 

Way end of the beach walk.  They also sit atop Surf-

sedge, Gulfside, and Le Mer, swooping to pick their 

prey from the Gulf to feed their young. 

   The black bear that visited the Meridian night 

guard was big news.  After taking a little dip in the 

Bay, he climbed the wall and wandered back east 

after having cooled off. 

   Beach goers are encouraged to have some Bena-

dryl in their beach bags, because the fire ants have 

been biting.   

   Thank you for turning off your lights to help the 

turtles find their way to the Gulf! 

 SPOTLIGHT ON THE BOARD & MANAGERS 

Nominations Sought for 2009 

GSAC Beautification Awards 
 

GSAC invites nominations for their „09 Beautification 

Awards which recognize buildings whose overall ap-

pearance integrates aesthetics, consistency, landscaping, 

and the environment within the community.  In addi-

tion, your Board has been exploring water & energy 

conservation with the desire to give recognition for the 

best practices in two categories—water consumption 

and energy use—with the first awards being given in 

January 2011.  These areas are complex; therefore, we 

need and would greatly appreciate any members, par-

ticularly building managers, who would be willing to 

attend one or two meetings to help us define measur-

able criteria, especially in energy.  We also welcome any 

members who would like to serve on the Beautification 

Committee. 

   Award recipients will receive a GSAC plaque, along 

with public recognition at the Annual Meeting in January 

and in a press release for local publication.  Categories 

include:  Best Overall, Best Renovation, Best Commons 

Area, Best View from the Gulf, and Best Viewed from 

Venetian Bay.  A nomination form and award criteria 

will be sent to all GSAC condo members around the 

first part of November, with nominations due by De-

cember 1. 

WE HAVE A NEW LOOK! 
Still a work in progress, our new website should be 

pretty much up and running by the time you read 

this.  Go to gsacnaples.com and check it out.  Pages 

marked Members Only require a NEW user name 

and password, which you can obtain from your 

building manager or call Sally at 353.6615.   
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MEMBERS OF THE 
2009 GSAC BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS 
 

Dick Baker 
Lutgert Companies 

 

Bob Busse 
Park Shore Landings 

 

Richard Carthaus 
The Colonade 

 

Carl De Luca 
Commons Chair 

Terraces 

 

Ed Duch, VP 
Legislative 

Esplanade 

 

Bruce Eby 
Secretary 

Savoy 

 

David Feight, VP 
Property Owners Assn. 

Bay Shore Place 

 

Doug Finlay, VP 
City/County Liaison 

Madrid Club 

 

Russ Gowland 
President 

Solamar 

 

Murray Hendel 
President Emeritus/

Program Chair 

Park Plaza 

 

Bill Mecklenburg 
Le Parc 

 

F.E. Nortman, VP 
Treasurer 

Ardissone 

 

Bob Raymond 
Le Ciel Venetian 

Tower 

 

Bill Rehring 
Venetian Cove 

 

 
 

Project Innovation in Action 

by Tammie Nemecek, Economic Development Council 
of Collier County 

 

Project Innovation (PI), focused on 

strengthening Collier County‟s 

economy, is a community initiative 

with committed leadership seeking to 

look beyond immediate needs to the 

greater good.  It has been a process 

that mandates thinking in new terms 

and acting in new ways; a means to change the way 

we think and to rejuvenate the competitive spirit.  

This initiative is our opportunity to change the 

culture of our community and to take charge of our 

future.  With tremendous participation and true 

commitment of the community, it already is having an 

indelible and enduring impact on our future. 

   PI has been endorsed by nearly 70 community 

organizations, providing a strong foundation for their 

effort and helping it move from substantive and 

progressive planning to an action plan for a strong 

and innovative economy.  Through a series of 

community meetings, PI has created a “declaration for 

the place we call home.”  It is an explicit and 

achievable assertion for our community and reads, 

“Collier County is a diverse community recognized 

worldwide for its innovative spirit, its vibrant 

economy and its outstanding quality of life.”  Six  

world-class “drivers” were defined that are essential 

to achieving our objectives:  talent, governance, 

business climate, quality of place, innovation, and 

infrastructure.  The PI endorser organizations worked 

over the summer to reinforce the structure of PI, 

create measurable community goals, and identify the 

projects, organizations, and people that will assist in 

attaining those goals.  The first order of summer 

work divided the organizations into 6 working 

groups, one dedicated to each of the drivers, to begin 

to identify measurable goals that will advance innova-

tion, economic and environmental diversification, and 

sense of place.   

   Through consensus-building, creativity and 

collaboration of all the endorser organization and the 

community, a specific, actionable blueprint for 

building a healthy economic foundation is beginning to 

emerge.  As it is implemented, it will create a culture 

that will attract high-wage businesses and an 

environment that will support world-class employees.  

We welcome the entire community to participate in 

this new path to a healthy and sustainable economy.  

Visit projectinnovation.cc for further information.  
(Ms. Nemecek will be guest speaker at the GSAC 
November 3 Board of Directors meeting.) 

It All Began in 1964 . . .  

In 1964, Naples was blessed with legendary designers, 

one of whom, Raymond L. Lutgert, started the 

expansion to the north with the purchase of 760 

undeveloped gulf-front acres.  With a team of 

architects, engineers and land planners, Lutgert 

created Park Shore, a landmark vision that was the 

first planned unit development (PUD)—not only in 

Collier County, but also one of the first in the nation. 

   The singular plan for the gulf-front section of Park 

Shore included the creation of Venetian Bay, a 

navigable body of water separating the mainland 

portion of Park Shore from the gulf-front community.  

In a unique serpentine design, the plan artfully mingled 

29 building parcels among five beachside parks, four 

access open-space commons and a meandering beach 

promenade.  It introduced a natural dune system that 

has been honored as an engineering feat.  Inland, the 

plan established a prestigious community of 550 

homesites and pioneered Naples‟ underground utility 

and storm water systems. 

   In 1970 private docks were 

introduced with their first project, 

Colony Gardens.  It brought private 

underground parking to Horizon 

House and artistic inspiration to 

Mediterranean-style Venetian Villas.  

Surfsedge and Gulfside featured 

balconies stretching the length of the 

entire residence for breathtaking Gulf views.  With La 

Mer, Lutgerts gave Naples its first high-rise building 

created around a central open atrium.  A new 

standard in luxury was introduced with the Park 

Plaza‟s rooftop party room and formal ballroom and 

brought aesthetic excitement to the spectacular 

Esplanade, Terraces, Vistas, and the Club Le Ciel.  

With Le Parc, the Lutgert Companies presented 

penthouse living to Naples. 

   Scott Lutgert, Raymond‟s son, moved permanently 

to Naples in 1969 and with the opening of Enclave, a 

slender 28-story monolith, in 1991, the family mantle 

was passed.  Enclave offers the innovative concept of 

a single, spectacular 6600 sq. ft. estate on each floor 

with unrestricted panoramas of the Gulf, Venetian 

Bay, and the Naples skyline.  Le Rivage features 7 

penthouse levels with one estate per floor and 15 

living levels with 2 residences per floor.  Le Jardin 

(“The Garden”), Provence, and Regent in 2002, with 

magnificent residences and unparalleled views, added 

to their world-class creations.  Construction began 

on Aria In 2006, with 52 elegantly-appointed typical  

and 13 luxurious penthouse residences and served as 

the final addition to the Lutgert Legacy on Park Shore 

Beach. 

   The Lutgerts developed 17 residential sites and 

built the award-winning Village on Venetian Bay with 

its charming old-world ambiance, chic boutiques, 

galleries and waterfront restaurants.  Park Shore is 

also home to the Lutgerts corporate offices and 

Premier Properties, the real estate firm which 

continues to serve Naples‟ growing demand for 

luxury residences, investment real estate and rental 

properties. 

Exercise Your Right to Vote! 
 

Naples City Council Elections 
 

Tuesday, February 2, 2010 

 

www.naplesgov.com 
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Members of Gulf Shore Association of Condominiums 

(as of 10/1/09*) 
 

 

  Condominium   Manager    President 
  Admiralty Point   Keith Tompkins    Ken Krier 
  Allegro    Rocco Tricroce    Jerry Nee 
  Ardissone   Donnie Davis, Platinum Property  Tom Hanson 
  Aria    Paul Wright    Bill Sulzmann 
  Bay Shore Place   Tom Pfeifer    John Huston 
  Billows (The)   Frank Murphy    John Herlihy 
  Bordeaux Club (The)  Dannie Sponaugle    Joan Mills 
  Breakers of Naples (The)  Jerry Aldridge    William Wheeler 
  Casa Mar   Leo Williams    Edna Mann 
  Cloisters  (The)   Ronald Wilson    John R. Raye 
  Club Brittany   David C. Hand    Joseph Coppola 
  Colonade at Park Shore  Robert Comeriato, R & P Property  Roger Phaneuf 
  Colony Gardens   Meg Fairman    Kyle Otterbein 
  Enclave of Naples   Robert Coffeen    Dr. John Little 
  Esplanade Club   Carlos Duarte    Ed Duch 
  Gramercy   Bill and Candy Bibb   Sal Ferreri 
  Gulfside    Robert Hopping    Ewing Sutherland 
  Harborside Gardens  Greg Bastien    Richard Pointer 
  Harborside West   Dennis Renz    Thomas Kikendall 
  Horizon House   Christine Stinauer    Melissa Chiappetta 
  La Maison Club   James Mordaunt    Linda Franz 
  La Mer    Steven Auletto    Stan Avramidis 
  Lausanne    Michael Maloney    Steven Smith 
  Le Ciel Park Tower  Jack Forbes    Mart Laius 
  Le Ciel Venetian Tower  Nick Chieffo    Bob Hughes 
  Le Jardin    Michael Philip    Anne Garber 
  Le Parc    Michael Wooldridge   Malcolm Chancey 
  Le Rivage   Steve Scharpeger    Jay Stewart 
  Lions Gate of Naples  Lee Roseman    Ron Bonebrake 
  Lucerne    Ashley Straface, Resort Mgt.  Jim Cunningham 
  Lutgert Companies (The)  Richard Baker, President 
  Madrid Club   Vanessa Mundy    Sandy Cece 
  Martinique Club of Naples  Alan Jackson    Bob Parmelee  
  Meridian Club   Robert Adamczewski   Wayne Williams 
  Monaco Beach Club  Lynann Ballard    Nick Cullen 
  Naples Continental  Cara Mahoney    Bruce Petsche 
  Park Plaza   Marilyn A. Duarte    Fred Gollash 
  Park Shore Landings  Pat Goudy, Platinum Property  John Aiken 
  Park Shore Tower   Jim Caldwell    Al Dierckes 
  Pelican Point Unit 1  Lloyd Perlman    Ann P. Clayton 
  Pelican Point West  Kyle Jameson    Judd Heitzman 
  Provence of Naples  Arnie Wynn    Ralph Hazelbaker 
  Regency Towers   Tony Anizcek    John Peay 
  Regent    Durenda Valousky    Gordon Inman 
  Savoy    Perry Lubbers    Bruce Eby 
  Shores (The)   Woods Reeves    Philip Quaranta, Jr. 
  Solamar    Linda Stephenson    John Sampson 
  Surfsedge   Sandra Shock    Clark Waite 
  Terraces    Lucy D‟Amico    Ralph Korte 
  Tropics    Robert Baugher, Southwest Property  Jim Barton  
  Venetian Cove Club  Rex Wood    Reg Hahn 
  Venetian Isle   Don Fairman    Ric Rust 
  Vistas    David Bryant    Sue Grinwis 
  Waldorf (The)   John Malloy    Richard L. Klaas 
   Westgate   Dieter Walz    Tom Thompson 
   Windsor Court   Gary Wells    David Shanafelt 
 
 *Email Sally at stiffany@comcast.net or call her at 353.6615 to report any corrections needed. 

 

 

 

 

    

  

    




